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U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
FY 2006 Alpena FRO Accomplishment Summary 

 

Public Use 
 

As the population in the United States continues to grow, the potential for adverse impacts on 
aquatic resources, including habitat will increase.  At the same time, demands for responsible, 
quality recreational fishing experiences will also increase. The Service has a long tradition of 
providing opportunities for public enjoyment of aquatic resources through recreational fishing, 
habitat restoration, and education programs and through mitigating impacts of Federal water 
projects. The Service also recognizes that some aquatic habitats have been irreversibly altered 
by human activity (i.e. – dam building). To compensate for these significant changes in habitat 
and lost fishing opportunities, managers often introduce non-native species when native species 
can no longer survive in the altered habitat.  The Alpena Fishery Resources Office in Alpena, 
Michigan is actively involved in public use by providing educational programs, presentations, and 
activities to expand knowledge about Great Lakes fishery and aquatic habitat issues and our 
office activities.  The following list of accomplishments highlights public use activities that the 
Alpena FRO provided in Fiscal Year 2006 (October 2005-September 2006).  
 
 

 

Alcona County Grade Schoolers Learn About Aquatic 
Nuisance Species 
 

Submitted by Susan Wells   
Fishery Biologist 
 
On October 5, 2005, Biologist Wells presented 
information on Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) to 
40 fourth grade students in Alcona County School 
District. The presentation included a preserved 
specimen of an adult sea lamprey along with 
plastimounts of round goby, Eurasian ruffe, and zebra 
mussels.  These props allowed the students to become 
more involved with the presentation and increased 
their awareness of how these invasive species came 
to the Great Lakes and how they can harm the Great 
Lakes ecosystem. The students became aware of 
ways to prevent the spread of ANS and ways they 
can help educate others on the potential effects and 
the need to prevent the spread of ANS in the Great 
Lakes.  The presentation was part of a larger program 
that included speakers from  
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the U.S. Forest Service and U.S. Department of Agriculture educating the student on natural 
resources issues. 
 
This accomplishment was an educational and outreach opportunity. We were able to showcase 
the Service and the Alpena FRO and educate young students on fishery needs in the Great Lakes.  
Approximately 40 students and 5 adults attended the event. This project addresses the Fisheries 
Program Vision for the Future priority for “Public Use”.  It provides an outlet to educate and 
interact with youth groups on issues regarding Great Lakes aquatic resources. 
 
Service Biologist Addresses Local Rotary Club 
 

Submitted by Aaron Woldt   
Fishery Biologist 
 
Fishery Biologist Aaron Woldt of the Alpena FRO was invited to 
speak at the October 11, 2005 meeting of the Rotary International 
Club of Alpena.  Rotary International is an organization of business 
and professional leaders that provides humanitarian service, 
encourages high ethical standards, and helps build goodwill 
worldwide.  Woldt gave a 20 minute long PowerPoint presentation 
describing the Service’s mission, commitments, roles in Great 
Lakes resource protection, and current Alpena FRO projects 

including the following: 1) the annual fishery independent lake whitefish survey in 1836 Treaty 
waters; 2) the basin-wide Lake Huron lake whitefish tagging study; 3) the mid-lake lake trout 
assessments at Six Fathom Bank and Yankee Reef; 4) lake sturgeon tagging and tracking studies 
in Lake Huron and the Lake St. Clair corridor; 5) ANS monitoring and control efforts in Lake 
Huron; and 6) current Private Lands and Fish Passage work.  
  
Approximately 60-70 local community members and businessmen and women attended the 
meeting.  Woldt fielded questions from the floor regarding Alpena FRO operations and 
responsibilities, local fishing opportunities, and double crested cormorants.  Woldt’s presentation 
was well received, and many Rotary members expressed thanks for the high quality of 
information provided regarding local natural resources.   
 
Giving presentations to civic groups like Rotary International allows Alpena FRO staff to meet 
and interact with large numbers of local community members to provide information about 
Service programs. This outcome is consistent with the Service’s goal of implementing 
educational and outreach activities to educate public regarding Service activities under the 
“Public Use” and “Aquatic Species Conservation and Management” priorities of the Fisheries 
Program Vision for the Future. 
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Students and Service Biologists Compare and Contrast 
Research Techniques 
 

Submitted by James Boase   
Fishery Biologist 
 
Fishery Biologist James Boase traveled 
to Monroe, Michigan on November 3, 
2005 to present information about 
fishery research taking place in the 
Huron Erie Corridor (waters connecting 
lakes Huron and Erie).  Approximately 
40 students, faculty and staff from 
Monroe Public Schools met at the Bolles 
Harbor Mathematics and Science Center 
(Center) and were shown a 30 minute 
Power Point presentation and introduced 
to some of the sampling gear that is used 
to sample various species of fish, plants, 
and invertebrates in the Corridor. 

  
The Center is located on over twenty acres of both upland and wetland areas and has two ponds 
that are used for research purposes.  Both ponds support a number of native fish species, 
amphibians, aquatic insects, plants, and numerous waterfowl species.  Research and sampling 
techniques that the students have been employing on the ponds was compared and contrasted 
with those utilized by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and its partners.  Throughout the 
presentation students were presented numerous hypothetical “problems” that biologists face 
during typical field studies. 
 
Following the presentation students were provided with an opportunity to handle and test the 
sampling gear and ask questions about careers in the Service.  Most of the students that attend 
classes at the Center are juniors and seniors taking advanced classes and are interested in 
pursuing careers in fields of mathematics and science.  Literature about careers in the Service 
was provided to each of the students and the school.  The forum was an excellent opportunity to 
explain how the Alpena FRO is working with researchers from various state and federal 
agencies, local communities, along with private citizens in an effort to rehabilitate this region of 
the Great Lakes. 
 
This presentation provided an excellent opportunity to explain to the public how the Service and 
its partners have been working to rehabilitate aquatic habitats and restore native fish species in 
the Huron Erie Corridor.  This effort provided a unique opportunity to create new partnerships.  
This meeting is consistent with the “Public Use”, “Partnerships and Accountability”, “Aquatic 
Species Conservation and Management”, and “Leadership in Science and Technology” focus of 
the Fisheries Program Vision for the Future. 
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Alpena FRO discusses Detroit River Lake Sturgeon with 
Detroit News 

 
Submitted by Jerry McClain   
Fishery Biologist 
 
On December 28, 2005, Project Leader McClain was 

interviewed by the Detroit News to gather information on lake sturgeon recovery efforts in the 
Detroit River.  As part of a story of water quality issues in the Detroit River the reporter was 
looking for information on lake sturgeon habitat requirements and concerns in the system.  
McClain provided information on collaborative efforts in which the Alpena FRO is involved, 
particularly the pre- and post-construction fishery surveys associated with the newly constructed 
artificial reef near Belle Isle. In addition, McClain spoke with the reporter about the habitat 
alterations that have taken place in the Detroit River and the lack of remaining lake sturgeon 
spawning habitat in the system as an impediment to recovery of the species in this region of the 
Great Lakes.   
 
Interest in the sturgeon side of the story was generated when the reporter had visited the Alpena 
FRO website and viewed information posted there regarding our lake sturgeon recovery efforts. 
 
Media outreach is consistent with and contributes to the “Public Use” and “Aquatic Species 
Conservation and Management” priorities of the Fisheries Program Vision for the Future. 

 
Fur, Fish, Fun & 4-H 
 
Submitted by Susan Wells   
Fishery Biologist 
 
On February 8, 2006, Biologists Wells presented information on Aquatic Habitat Conservation 
and Restoration to 60 seventh grade students at the 4-H Fish, Fur, Fish, and Fun day.  The event 
was hosted by the Michigan State University Extension and Rogers City School District. The 
presentation provided information on causes of aquatic habitat deterioration and emphasized 
activities people can do to reduce or eliminate these causes.  Examples of aquatic habitat 
restoration techniques were highlighted including the use of biodegradable coir logs and filter 
fabric to reduce sedimentation in streams.  Each of the students were given a chance to handle 
these fabrics and given materials describing the importance of habitat to aquatic organisms. 
 
This accomplishment was an educational and outreach opportunity. We were able to showcase 
the USFWS and the Alpena FRO and educate young students on the importance of restoring and 
preserving aquatic habitat in the Great Lakes.  Approximately 60 students and 5 adults attended 
the event. This event addressed the Fisheries Program Vision for the Future priority for “Public 
Use”.   
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Celebrating the Winter Season at WinterFest 
 

Submitted by Susan Wells   
Fishery Biologist 
 
Biologist Wells participated in the Sprinkler Lake 
Education Center’s annual WinterFest on February 
11, 2006.  The event was a day long winter fun 
festival at the Sprinkler Lake Education Center in 
Harrisville, Michigan.  There were interactive 
science displays, dog sled rides, crafts, and a petting 
zoo.  The Alpena FRO provided a booth at the event 
with educational material, fish puzzles, and partnered 
with the Pine River Watershed Coalition to operate 
an interactive watershed model.  The model depicts 
the path of sediments, and pollutants after a rain 
event when buffers such as trees and wetlands are 
lost.  Approximately 700 children and 
adults visited the booth. The festival 
allowed the Alpena FRO the opportunity to fulfill 
one of the station goals of distributing information 
to the general public about fish and wildlife 

resources, natural ecosystems and programs of the Service.  
 
This accomplishment was an educational and outreach opportunity. We were able to showcase 
the Service to the public and educate people on the aquatic resources available in the Great 
Lakes.  Approximately 700 people visited the Alpena FRO fisheries booth and display providing 
an outlet to educate and interact with children on issues regarding Great Lakes aquatic resources. 
This event addressed the Fisheries Program Vision for the Future priority for “Public Use”.   
 
Lake Huron ANS Sighting Information Provided to Update 
Distribution Maps 
 
Submitted by Anjanette Bowen   
Fishery Biologist 
 
Alpena FRO Fishery Biologist Bowen provided information on Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) 
sightings in Lake Huron to the USGS Non-indigenous Aquatic Species (NAS) Coordinator, Amy 
Benson, on March 14, 2006.  The USGS Florida Integrated Sciences Center in Gainesville, 
Florida prepares and updates maps of confirmed ANS sightings in the Great Lakes and the U.S. 
as a whole. 

The new information provided included round goby sighting data collected by Alpena FRO 
during fall ANS surveillance efforts in U.S. waters of Lake Huron and the St. Marys River, and 
data collected by Lloyd Mohr of the OMNR - Lake Huron Management Unit in Owen Sound, 
Ontario.  The sighting data will provide a more comprehensive map of the distribution of round 
goby in U.S. and Canadian waters of Lake Huron. 

Photo credit: Susan Wells 
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This effort supports the Service Fishery Program Vision for the Future priorities for "Aquatic 
Species Conservation and Management", "Partnerships and Accountability", and "Public Use". 
 
2006 Aquatic Invasive Species Awareness and Earth Day 
Event  

 
Submitted by Anjanette Bowen   
Fishery Biologist 
 
Live sea lamprey were a popular 
attraction at the third annual Earth Day 
Celebration and Bring Your Child to 
Work Day event that took place on 
April 20, 2006 at Constitution Hall in 
Lansing, Michigan. Heather Rawlings, 
Alpena FRO and Bob Kavetsky, East 
Lansing FO participated in the event 
providing information on invasive 
species awareness and the USGS 
Hammond Bay Biological 
Station provided the sea lamprey, an 
invasive fish species.  The event was 
hosted by the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality (DEQ), Michigan Department of Agriculture, and the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and was held to educate school aged students about the Earth's 
resources and environmental issues.  

Over 500 children, some with parents and some with school groups, attended the event.  This 
activity was a great opportunity to partner with state conservation programs to provide a unified 
approach and public education about aquatic invasive species. Conservation and protection of 
invasive species is important in order to conserve and protect native species and public education 
about invasives is important for slowing and preventing their spread to new areas. This activity 
also supports the "Public Use" and "Partnerships and Accountability" portions of the Fisheries 
Program Vision for the Future. 
 
Alpena FRO Meets to Discuss Participation in Regional 
Media Workshop 
 
Submitted by Jerry McClain 
Fishery Biologist 
 
On April 20, 2006, Project Leader McClain, along with Michigan DNR-Alpena Fisheries 
Research Station Chief Jim Johnson, met with Peter Annin, Associate Director of the Institutes 
for Journalism & Natural Resources (IJNR) to discuss participation in an upcoming workshop.  
The IJNR hosts a workshop each year to bring natural resource leaders and journalists together in 
a workshop session to discuss regional issues of interest.  A major objective of the workshop is 
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to stimulate increased interest by journalists in writing stories on natural resource topics.  This 
summer the event will be held in northern Michigan with numerous stops to highlight aspects of 
natural resource management.  The Fisheries segment will be held in the Alpena area and 
McClain and Johnson have been asked to participate. 

Topics that will be discussed in the Fisheries module will include the changing food web in Lake 
Huron, the 2000 Consent Decree, and Sea Lamprey Control.  McClain will participate in a panel 
discussion on the Consent Decree and how implementation has affected Lake Huron fisheries.  
The event is scheduled to take place in late July and at least a portion of the event will be held in 
Alpena. It is anticipated that journalists will follow up the event with stories on topics discussed. 

Participation in outreach events such as this will enhance media understanding of the roles the 
various natural resource agencies have in protection and management of those resources.  
Service and Alpena FRO roles and responsibilities will be better understood by the media and 
relationships between Great Lakes journalists and the station will be enhanced.  This activity is 
consistent with and supportive of the “Aquatic Species Conservation and Management” and 
“Public Use” priorities of the Service’s Fisheries Program Vision for the Future. 
 
 
Lake Sturgeon Recovery Efforts Highlighted in Local News 
and on Pubic Television 
 

Submitted by James Boase   
Fishery Biologist 
 
It has been four years since 
researchers from Michigan Sea 
Grant, USGS, Michigan DNR, and 
Service first sat down to brainstorm 
on the idea of constructing an 

artificial lake sturgeon spawning reef in the Detroit River.  Those early planning meetings, the 
research that followed, construction of the reefs, and the history of lake sturgeon were 
highlighted in a documentary titled “Giants in the River” which aired on Detroit Public 
Television on April 30, 2006.  Researchers and partners from Michigan Sea Grant, USGS, 
Michigan DNR, DTE Energy, JJR Consulting, and the Service were interviewed in the 
documentary.   
 
A special screening of the documentary along with a special lake sturgeon exhibit was held at the 
Detroit Science Center (Center) the week prior to the airing.  Patricia Chargot, a Detroit Free 
Press Staff Writer, covered the story for the paper 
(www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060427/YAK01/604270339/1073/YAK).  
Director of the project Jennifer Read (Michigan Sea Grant), hosted the event.  Sea Grant 
developed the exhibit at the Center, as well as a web site. For more information, see the Sturgeon 
Web site at www.miseagrant.umich.edu/sturgeon/sturgeon_exhibit.html.  The site includes 
information about the exhibit, the history of lake sturgeon and a sturgeon quiz.  All of the 
partners involved in the project attended the screening.  John Hartig, Manager of the Detroit 
River International Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR), and James Boase, Alpena FRO (FRO) Fishery 

Photo-Michigan Sea Grant 

http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/sturgeon/sturgeon_exhibit.html
http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060427/YAK01/604270339/1073/YAK


Alpena FRO, FY 2006 

 8

Biologist, represented the Service.  From February until August, teachers, students and fishing 
enthusiasts will find a life-sized lake sturgeon model, and can pick up a copy of the documentary 
on DVD at the Center. 
 
This collaborative effort provided an excellent opportunity to broadcast to a large public 
audience and provided an opportunity to explain the Service's mission and the FRO and DRIWR 
role in providing assistance for management of Great Lakes fish and wildlife resources.  
Specifically, information was provided about the efforts of the Service and its partners to 
rehabilitate native lake sturgeon populations in the Great Lakes and the role that the FRO and 
DRIWR have in this endeavor.  This effort supports the “Public Use”, “Partnerships and 
Accountability” and “Aquatic Species Conservation and Management” priorities of the Fisheries 
Program Vision for the Future. 
 
Camp Chickagami 
 

Submitted by Susan Wells   
Fishery Biologist 
 
A group of 40 fifth grade students from Lincoln 
Elementary, in Alpena, Michigan attended an 
overnight retreat at Camp Chickagami.  Two 
days were spent camping and participating in a 
variety of outdoor and hands on educational 
activities.  This included canoeing, fishing, 
orienteering, and group building games.  
Biologist Wells and Project Leader McClain 
participated in the event on May 25, 2006 by 
educating the group on projects that are being 
conducted at the Alpena Fisheries Resources 
Office and careers within the field of natural 
resources.  The kids also participated in a 
seining demonstration.  A one-hundred foot 
seine was used to sample the shoreline of Lake 
Esau where the camp is situated. Fish collected 

included spottail shiners, logperch, and rainbow darters.  The students were then asked a series of 
questions on the habitat types for each of the fish.  After the demonstration a packet of games 
and information regarding the USFWS was handed out to each student.  
 
This accomplishment provided an educational and outreach opportunity for local students and 
adults associated with a summer camp. We utilized a hands-on approach to teaching these 40 
students about fish and their habitat requirements. They were also exposed to ongoing projects at 
the Alpena FRO and the different sampling methods used by the staff and provided an outlet to 
educate and interact with youth groups on issues regarding Great Lakes aquatic resources.  This 
project addresses the Service Fisheries Program Vision for the Future priority for “Public Use”.   
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Hubbard Lake Kids Fishing Day 
 
Submitted by Aaron Woldt   
Fishery Biologist 
 
On June 10, 2006, Fishery Biologist Aaron Woldt staffed a Service information booth at the 
Hubbard Lake Kid’s Fishing Day festival.  This festival, sponsored by the Hubbard Lake 
Sportsmen and Improvement Association, is an annual event designed to educate age 5 to 13 
children about local fish populations and recreational fishing.  Biologist Woldt distributed 
Service pamphlets and lectured to ten groups of approximately 10 children each, their parents, 
and other interested public regarding sea lamprey and sea lamprey control.  Woldt described the 
time-line and path of sea lamprey invasion of the Great Lakes, negative impacts of sea lamprey 
predation on native fish species like lake trout and lake whitefish, biology of sea lamprey 
populations, unique anatomy of sea lamprey that leads to efficient predation on fish species, and 
sea lamprey control techniques employed by the Service including chemical treatment of 
juveniles, trapping of adults, in-stream barriers, and the sterile male release program.  Each 
lecture also included a hands on demonstration of sea lamprey anatomy using live sea lamprey. 

The Hubbard Lake Kid’s Fishing Day festival is a large outreach event that allows Alpena FRO 
staff to meet and interact with groups of local children and parents to provide information about 
Service programs.  This outcome is consistent with the Service’s goal of implementing 
educational and outreach activities to educate public regarding Service activities under the 
“Aquatic Species Conservation and Management” priority of the Fisheries Program Vision for 
the Future.   
 
Alpena Lifelong Learners Presentation on Asian Carp 
 

Submitted by Anjanette Bowen   
Fishery Biologist 

On June 8, 2006, Biologist Bowen presented 
information on Asian carp as part of the Alpena 
Lifelong Learners 2006 Seminar Series.  Asian 
carp refer to four species of non-native carp 
(bighead carp, silver carp, black carp, and grass 
carp) that have become established and are 
spreading within the Mississippi River and its 
tributaries.  Within the Mississippi River they 
have become very abundant, reduced the 

diversity of native species, and are a hazard to water users.  They are currently poised to enter the 
Great Lakes basin. 

A PowerPoint presentation was used to relay information about Asian carp at the seminar. 
Topics included Asian carp characteristics, identification, current distribution, concerns, and the 
effort to slow their spread into the Great Lakes via the Chicago barrier project.  Information was 
provided on what the public can do to prevent the spread of Asian carp and other invasive 
species.  A video recorded by the Illinois Natural History Survey of the jumping behavior of 
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silver carp was also shown.  There were a number of questions from those attending.  Education 
about the problems invasive species cause and about what the public can do to combat invasive 
species is key to preventing their spread to new areas. 

Public education about invasive species is an important means of preventing their spread and 
helps to promote healthy native species populations.  This effort is consistent with the Fisheries 
Program Vision for the Future priorities of "Public Use" and "Aquatic Species Conservation and 
Management". 
 
Friday Nights Downtown 
 

Submitted by Heather Rawlings   
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
 
Alpena FRO Biologists Anjanette 
Bowen and Heather Rawlings organized 
a Service booth for the evening of June 
30, 2006, the first night of Alpena’s 
“Friday Nights Downtown”.  The event, 
held every Friday night for the month of 
July, focuses on fun for the family, and 
all downtown businesses stay open for 
the event.  The booth contained an 
aquatic nuisance display, pamphlets and 
informational brochures, coloring books 
and several games for children including 

a fish puzzle and fish family game.  Several hundred people visited the booth.  A local band, 
vendors, and an emphasis on children’s activities such as face painting and balloon tying 
contributed to the relaxed atmosphere.  The Alpena FRO will participate in the final “Friday 
Nights Downtown”, scheduled for July 21st. 
 
Approximately 400 people attended the first “Friday Nights Downtown” of the season.  The 
Service booth emphasized ANS and general fisheries education.  Completion of ANS 
educational projects contribute toward the “Public Use” and “Aquatic Species Conservation and 
Management” priorities of the Service Fisheries Program Vision for the Future. 

 
Outreach Event Held at Purdy Fisheries during the Annual 
Port Huron to Mackinaw Sailboat Race  
 
Submitted by James Boase 
Fishery Biologist 
 
The annual Port Huron to Mackinaw sailboat race begins in the headwaters region of the St. 
Clair River at the southern most end of Lake Huron.  The starting point is near the cities of Port 
Huron on the U.S. side and Point Edward on the Canadian side.  Each year tens of thousands of 
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spectators line both sides of the St. Clair River and the Lake Huron shoreline to watch the start of 
the race.   

At Point Edward the Purdy family runs a commercial fishing operation that sells fresh fish to the 
public and also has a seasonal outdoor restaurant facility for serving fish dinners.  Purdy 
Fisheries is located in Point Edward along the St. Clair River near the starting location.  Each 
year thousands of spectators come to the facility to witness the race while enjoying an outdoor 
dinner at Purdy’s restaurant.  The Purdy facility has multiple venues for viewing live species of 
fish including lake sturgeon.  The outdoor dining area is situated along the banks of the St. Clair 
River adjacent to one of the largest lake sturgeon spawning reef located in the Great Lakes.  
Within the outdoor dining area is a 12,000 gallon aquarium that houses representatives of the 
local fish community including lake sturgeon.  Fishery Biologists James Boase from Alpena 
FRO traveled to Point Edward to attend this year’s event which was held on July 15, 2006.   

While guests were treated to fresh caught lake trout, walleye and perch for dinner, Boase was 
invited to present information about research taking place in the St. Clair River and Lake Huron.  
Following dinner many guests were taken to the fish raceways housed within the Purdy facility 
for an opportunity to handle live lake sturgeon.  For most guests this was the highlight of the 
event.  

Alpena FRO has worked on a number of research projects with the Purdy family including 
telemetry projects in the St. Clair River and the Lake Huron tagging study.  Findings from those 
research projects continue to broaden our understanding of lake sturgeon in this part of the Great 
Lakes.  This outreach event provided an excellent opportunity for Alpena FRO to highlight the 
continued sprit of cooperation between the Service and its partners towards the rehabilitation of 
lake sturgeon in the Great Lakes. 
 
This event provided an opportunity to interact with the public, resource partners and to explain 
the Service's mission and efforts to protect and restore fishery resources in the Great Lakes. 
Specifically, information was provided about the efforts of the Service and its partners to 
rehabilitate native lake sturgeon populations in the Great Lakes and the role that the Fishery 
Resources Offices have in this endeavor.  This research event supports the “Public Use”, 
“Partnerships and Accountability” and “Aquatic Species Conservation and Management” 
priorities of the Fisheries Program Vision for the Future. 
 
Friday Night Downtown! in Alpena 
 
Submitted by Aaron Woldt 
Fishery Biologist 
 
On July 21, 2006, Fishery Biologist Aaron Woldt staffed a Service information booth at the 
Alpena Friday Night Downtown! festival. Friday Night Downtown! is a city sponsored family 
event held every Friday night during the month of July in the downtown city streets of Alpena. 
Each Friday combines a different mix of live musical entertainment, kid’s games, food booths, 
pony rides, public safety demonstrations by local law enforcement and emergency services 
agencies, and informational booths by local businesses, civic groups, and governmental agencies. 
Woldt distributed Service pamphlets, children’s coloring books, and posters and spoke with over 
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200 visitors to explain the role of the Service and the Alpena FRO in conserving natural 
resources. Topics discussed included lake trout rehabilitation, lake trout stocking, potential 
impacts of double crested cormorants, sea lamprey control, the National Fish Hatchery program, 
aquatic nuisance species control, fish passage, endangered species, the Partners for Fish and 
Wildlife Program, lake sturgeon tagging and tracking, lake whitefish population viability, and 
lake trout movement patterns.  
 
Alpena Friday Night Downtown! is a large outreach event that allows Alpena FRO staff to meet 
and interact with large numbers of local community members to provide information about 
Service programs. This outcome is consistent with the Service’s goal of implementing 
educational and outreach activities to educate public regarding Service activities under the 
“Public Use” and “Aquatic Species Conservation and Management” priorities of the Fisheries 
Program Vision for the Future. 

 
Alpena FRO Participates in Scoutfest 2006 
 

Submitted by Scott Koproski 
Fishery Biologist 
 
On September 23, 2006, Fishery Biologist Scott 
Koproski participated in the 2006 Scoutfest hosted 
by the Thunder Bay Recreational Center in 
Alpena, MI.  Scoutfest is an event where boy and 
girl scout troops from Northeast Michigan come 
together and spend a weekend together.  There are 
many event that the scouts can participate in such 
as archery, monkey bridge, rock climbing, and 
campfire cooking just to name a few.  There were 
over 130 boy and girl scouts who participated in 
the event.  
 
Biologist Koproski had over 75 scouts stop by the 
booth Alpena FRO set up for the event.  Many of 
the kids had some sort of fishing story they wanted 
to share such as “I caught a fish that was as big as I 
am” or “I don’t like fish because they are slimmy.” 
Games, fish mounts, and brochures were made 

available to all who stopped by to see the exhibit.  Koproski provided information on Aquatic 
Nuisance Species, native species and fielded a variety of questions dealing with the Great Lakes 
Ecosystem.    By providing the scouts a brief exposure to the work of the science professions it 
may entice a few to choose a similar career path as adults. 
 
This event is another example of Alpena FRO’s commitment to the Service Fisheries Program 
Vision for the Future priority for “Public Use”. 
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Naturefest for the Kids 
 

Submitted by Susan Wells 
Fishery Biologist 
 
Biologist Wells participated in an 
annual day-long outdoor festival at 
the Sprinkler Lake Education Center 
in Harrisville Michigan on 
September 23, 2006.  There were 
interactive science displays, horse 
rides, crafts, and a petting zoo.  The 
Alpena FRO provided a booth at the 
event with educational material, fish 
puzzles, and partnered with the 
Huron Pines RC&D to operate an 
interactive watershed model.  The 
model depicts the path of sediments, 

and pollutants after a rain event when buffers such as trees and wetlands are lost.  Approximately 
300 children and adults visited the booth. The festival allowed the Alpena FRO the opportunity 
to fulfill one of the station goals of distributing information to the general public about fish and 
wildlife resources, natural ecosystems and programs of the Service. 
 
This accomplishment was an educational and outreach opportunity. We were able to showcase 
the Service to the public and educate people on the aquatic resources available in the Great 
Lakes.  Approximately 300 people visited the Alpena FRO fisheries booth and display providing 
an outlet to educate and interact with children on issues regarding Great Lakes aquatic resources. 
This event addressed the Service Fisheries Program Vision for the Future priority for “Public 
Use”. 
 
 
 

The Alpena Fishery Resources Office (FRO) is located in Alpena, Michigan and works to meet 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Fishery and Ecosystem goals within Lake Huron, Western Lake Erie, 
and connecting waters of the St. Marys River, St. Clair River, and Detroit River.  Activities include 
Aquatic Species Conservation and Management, Aquatic Habitat Conservation and Management, 
Cooperation with Native Americans, Leadership in Science and Technology, Partnerships and 
Accountability, Public Use, and Workforce Management – all of which are conducted in alignment 
with the Service Fisheries Program Vision for the Future. The station is one of many field offices 
located within Region 3, the Great Lakes Big Rivers Region. For more information about Alpena FRO 
programs and activities visit our web site located at http://www.fws.gov/midwest/alpena/. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Alpena FRO, 145 Water St., Federal Blg. Rm. 203, Alpena, MI 49707 
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